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11/23/79 GRI Z Z L Y  BASKE T B A L L  TEAMS O PEN
state, Big Sky SEASON WITH A.I.A. NOV. 24TH
MISSOULA--
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t a n a  will open its 1979-80 basketball season Saturday, 
Nov. 24th, when it hosts A t h l e t e s  In A c t i o n - C a n a d a  at 8 p.m. in Dahl b e r g  Arena, 
located in H a r r y  Adams Field House.
A p r e l i m i n a r y  game b e t w e e n  the UM women's t e a m  and Carroll Col l e g e  is set 
for 5:45 p.m.
Coach M ike M o n t g o m e r y ' s  G r i z z l y  squad was 14-13 last season, including a 
7-7 Big Sky Conf e r e n c e  mark, w h i c h  was good enough to q u a l i f y  for the four-team, 
p o st-season tournament.
The s e cond-year coach and his t eam will have its work cut out for it S a t u r­
day. Athletes In A c t i o n  was 32-3 last season, and a 79-71 v i c t o r y  over the 
Soviet National Team, whi c h  was rank e d  2nd in the wor l d  at the time, and featured 
7-5 center V ladimir Tkachenko.
The Grizzlies feature three returning starters in guards Blaine T a y l o r  (6-1) 
and Craig Zanon (6-6), along with center J ohn S treoder (6-10). Stroeder, an 
All-Big Sky second t e a m  pick the past two seasons, will not play for a couple 
of weeks b e cause of a knee injury.
Three other lettermen are back in 79-80. M a r t y  Green (6-9), Rod Brandon 
(6-6) and T im M c C a u l e y  (6-1) are all proven performers, and will see a lot of 
playing time.
(over)
GRIZZLY BASKETBALL TEAMS O P E N - - p a g e  2
M o n t g o m e r y  has been pleased with the play of newcomers J i m  Caler (6-5^), 
Greg C rutcher (6-3), Dave J o h n s o n  (6-10), Brian Morris (6-6), Derrick Pope 
(6-6) and Richie Edwards. Crutcher is a junior, Edwards a sophomore, and the 
rest are freshmen.
Redshirts T im Knight (a 6-7 forward) and Craig Larsen (6-11 center), are 
expected to have big seasons for the Grizzlies. Both could be in the starting 
lineup Saturday. Knight is a junior, while Larsen is o nly a freshman.
A.I.A. features eight veterans, including four starters o ff of last year's 
squad. Harry Sheehy (6-5 guard, who averaged 22.6 ppg) is back, along with 
Scott Weakley (9.9ppg), Tim Wa r k e n t i n  (6-9 player, who a veraged 10.9 ppg) and 
third leading scorer J e f f  Fuhrmann (11.7 ppg). Bruce Henning (6-11), M i k e  Pratt 
(6-8), M u r r a y  Redekop (6-8) and Steve Burgason (6-7) are the o t h e r  returnees.
This will be coach Rle Nichols' team's 19th game since the season began 
on Sept. 14. At press time the team record was 16-1. T h e y  are at Eastern 
M ontana College Nov. 23.
The Grizzlies will have two home games next weekend, hosting Doane C o llege 
Friday, Nov. 30 and Stout State Saturday, Dec. 1. The w o m e n  will play b o t h  
prelim games, b e g inning at 5:45 p.m.
###
